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APPENDIX

The Appendix includes the following sections:

= Existing Conditions pg 111

Public Outreach Summary pg 183

Meeting Summaries pg 186

Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis pg 235

Draft Resolution pg 240

Chicago Ridge Metra Crossing Implementation pg 241

Existing Conditions



APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




8 APPENDIX




APPENDIX 8




183

Public Outreach Summary

The following summary describes the public outreach process for the Ridgeland Avenue

Corridor Assignment. Upon completion of each meeting, detailed meeting summaries were

provided to CCDOTH and RTA. The following is provided as an overview summary of the Public

Outreach Process.

THE

RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY

Calling all residents, cydists, commuters! @
Help make Ridgeland Avenue more transit
friendly. Visit the project website today to
take a short survey, share ideas, and

interact with our comment map.

WWW.RIDGELANDCORRIDOR.WORDPRESS.COM

Steering Committee

The Ridgeland Avenue Coriidor Steering Committee was formed and has provided
guidance throughout the course of the assignment. The committee includes representatives
from the following agencies: Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways
(CCDOTH), the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA), Metra, Pace Suburban Bus and the
Southwest Conference of Mayors. The Steering Committee includes representatives from
each of the six cormidor communities. The Steering Committee met and participated in
workshops on June 11, 2013; September 10, 2013; November 7, 2013; February 6, 2014 and
April 16, 2014.

Project Website

A project website was developed for the duration of this assignment. Functions of the
website include solicitation of community input via the Community Mapping Tool ™. The
wehbsite also includes features that announce upcoming public meetings, project calendar,
access to project documents and project photographs. https.//ridgelandconidor.wordpress.
com/ The website has been open and monitored throughout the course of this assignment.

Facebook Page

A project facebook page was developed as an additional means to connect with
community members. The facebook page includes announcements for public meetings,
photographs of community outreach activities and a forum for community discussion
related to this assignment. https.// www.facebook.com/RidgelandAvenueCorridor. The
facebook page has been open and monitored throughout the course of this assignment.

Printed and Web Based Graphics

Graphics were prepared throughout this assignment and posted to the project website, with
weblinks to community welbsites. Printed materials such as posters, flyers and business cards
were provided to the communities and distributed throughout community bulletin boards
and businesses. Pace buses also posted signs at the interiors of the buses traveling within the
project area. All printed materials included QR codes that directed smartphone users to the
project website.



Community Survey

A community survey was distributed via Survey Monkey. Links to the survey
were provided via the project website, community websites, facebook
page and printed materials. The survey was open for approximately ten
(10) weeks and yielded 500 responses.

Key Person Interviews

Based on recommendations provided by each municipalty, key person
interviews were conducted on August 7-8, 2013. Interviews took place
at Oak Lawn Vilage Hall and included meetings with community
stakeholders including municipal staff, economic development
coordinators, representatives from local schools and business owners.
Follow up phone interviews occurred as needed.

APPENDIX 8

Focus Group

Based on input and emails provided for the Community Survey, individuals
were invited to attend special Focus Group meetings prior to the Public
Informational Meeting. A Focus Group meeting was held for participants
interested in bicycling on October 29, 2013 to discuss bicycling along
Ridgeland Avenue in greater detalil.

Community Events

The consultant team participated in the Vilage of Oak Lawn’s farmers
market on October 9, 2013. A table was set up in which participants
were invited to contribute their comments about the corridor. Input was
documented with markers and stickers on the project maps.

Oak Lawn Farmer’s Market
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Public Meetings

The following public meetings and activities took place to solicit community comments.

1 Public Informational Meeting — The informational meeting took place October
29.2013 at Chicago Ridge Vilage Hall and included an overview of the
project scope and a presentation of the Existing Conditions Report.

2. Public Visioning Meeting — The visioning meeting took place February 20,
2014 at Palos Heights Recreational Center and included an open house format
in which participants were invited to visit stations organized around topics related
to transportation, economic development and urban design. Engagement
activities were organized at each station and yielded wiitten comments on post
its, comment cards, and stickers on exhibits.

3. Open House Review - The open house review meeting took place April 29, 2014
at Alsip Recreational Center. The purpose of the open house review is to provide
the communities with an opportunity to review and comment on the conidor
plan prior to finalization.

Media
Articles were published in the following local media outlets:

“Upgrades eyed for 95th Street, Ridgeland Avenue” Southtown Star, February 24 2014
http://southtownstar.suntimes.com/photos/galleries/index.htmi?story=25534410

“Forum in Heights will show Ridgeland bike corridor plan” The Regional News, February 6,
2014

http://mww .theregionalnews.com/index.php/newsx/local-news/32980-fourum-in-heights-
will:show-ridgeland-bike-corridor-plan




Public Meeting Summaries

The following meeting summaries document meeting attendees and discussion points during the
outreach process.

Meeting #1  Kickoff Meeting - June 11, 2013

Meeting #2 Streering Committee Meeting #1 - September 10, 2013
Meeting #3 Public Informational Meeting - October 29, 2013
Meeting #4 Streering Committee Meeting #2 - November 7, 2013
Meeting #5 Transit Agency Meeting - January 22, 2014

Meeting #6 Streering Committee Meeting #3 - February 6, 2014
Meeting #7 Public Open House - February 20, 2014

Meeting #8 Streering Committee Meeting #4 - April 16, 2014
Meeting #9 Public Open House - March 22, 2014
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Meeting #1  Kickoff Meeting - June 11, 2013

11 June 2013

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.qov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Steering Committee Kickoff Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Kickoff Meeting. This meeting
took place 11 June 2013 at Chicago Ridge Village Hall, 2pm. The meeting agenda and sign-in sheet are
attached to this summary.

After introductions by the Consultant Team, Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways (CCDOTH) and
Steering Committee, the Consultant Team presented an overview of the corridor plan, including the work plan and
project schedule.

DELIVERABLE ITEMS
The following items were presented by the Consultant Team:

1. Technical Data. The consultant team has acquired GIS data from CCDOTH. Additional data requested is defined
in the attached Data Request memo.

2. Project Website. The Steering Committee was provided a link to the project website prior to the meeting. The
Consultant Team discussed the functions and features of the website.

3. Draft Community Survey. The Steering Committee was provided a handout of the draft survey at the Steering
Committee meeting. The Consultant Team discussed the survey methodology. Any comments or suggestions
pertaining to the survey are requested.

4. Stakeholder Interviews. The Team discussed upcoming stakeholder interviews. A list of recommended
stakeholders is requested.

A memo to the Steering Committee is attached to this summary. This memo outlines information requested by the
Consultant Team.

CORRIDOR CHARACTER
The Steering Committee discussed characteristics associated with the corridor.
The following responses were documented:
1. Thisis an active mixed use corridor including commercial, shopping, dining, schools and libraries. Maintain
diversity of uses.
Maintain restaurant uses.
Maintain and create new places to rest and enjoy beauty.
Chicago Ridge has the highest percentage of pedestrians on Metra’s SW Service. Capitalize on this.
Many long standing businesses exist along the corridor and should continue to be supported.

ukwn
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6. Ridgeland acts as an alternate route to other busy roads — it is more pleasant and has slower speeds than Cicero
& Harlem.

7. Pace service has good ridership — commuters should be supported along the corridor.

8. Ridgeland Ave is more pedestrian friendly than the other surrounding roadways.

9. Embrace diversity along the corridor.

10. Between 83" and 85", the Elementary School needs a traffic signal for safer pedestrian crossings.

11. Bus shelters along Narrangasett are installed by the lllinois Convenience and Safety Corporation (ICSC)

12. Transit service is excellent along the corridor — access needs to be improved.

13. The corridor has a relatively high density of residents — consider mixed use as a possibility.

14. Capitalize on pedestrian / bike traffic to Metra.

15. Incorporate welcoming pedestrian friendly space such as plazas, streetscapes and / or Village Green.

16. Ridgeland Ave is the backbone of infrastructure, including water main service, excellent roadway lighting, and
well-timed signals.

17. The corridor provides overall mobility which should continue to be supported.

18. Capitalize on existing wide ROW / wide parkways.

19. Ridgeland Ave has less traffic and therefore is the route of choice for community members in the know.

20. Chicago Ridge Mall is making positive improvements to the property and is a strength for the Corridor.

21. New development is a strength throughout the corridor — but better connectivity is needed.

22. The corridor has an eclectic feel, including unique businesses such as Jack and Pats and Doughs Guys Bakery.
Although new enhancements are needed, do not lose the eclectic feel of the environment.

23. Preserve what is eclectic and funky about the corridor.

24. The corridor needs to be freshened up to attract a wider range of patrons / younger crowds.

25. Use design guidelines to enhance facades.

26. Maximize development opportunities for TIF districts along the corridor, such as the district at 111" and
Ridgeland, located across the street from the cemetery.

NEXT STEPS

Next steps for the Consultant Team include the following:

1.

2.
3.

Obtain and compile data from the Steering Committee towards the development of the Existing Conditions
Report;

Finalize and distribute a test survey to the Committee;

Monitor and update the website;

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3.15pm

Encl: Meeting Agenda; Sign In Sheet, data request memo
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11 June 2013

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan
Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways / RTA
Steering Committee Kickoff Meeting Agenda

1. Introductions
2. Purpose of Corridor Study
3. Work Plan and Schedule
4. Technical Data — help us understand your communities
a. Zoning Data, Planning Studies, Comprehensive Plans, Relevant Planning Initiatives
5. Website & Survey — help us get the word out to your communities

a. Links to municipal websites, e-blasts, park districts, chambers of commerce, schools, churches,
others

6. Interviews —direct us to key stakeholders in your communities

a. Elected / appointed officials, organization leaders, property owners, neighborhood
representatives, business owners, developers, business organizations, municipal staff

7. Committee Activity — Corridor Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities & Threats

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

KICKOFF MEETING

CHICAGO RIDGE VILLAGE HALL
TUESDAY 11 JUNE 2013, 2 PM
SIGN IN SHEET

NAME MUNICIPALITY/AGENCY EMAIL
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11 June 2013

To:

Re:

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Ridgeland Avenue Steering Committee Members

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Study — Data Request

Thank you for attending the Ridgeland Avenue Kickoff Meeting. We are looking forward to working with you to develop
a creative and functional transportation, land use and economic development plan for the Corridor. The corridor study
area includes Ridgeland Avenue / Narrangasett Avenue between 79" Street to the north and 135™ Street to the south.
The corridor intersects the following communities: Burbank, Chicago Ridge, Oak Lawn, Worth, Alsip, and Palos Heights.
The project is being conducted in coordination with Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways
(CCDOTH), RTA, Pace and Metra.

As discussed during the kickoff meeting, The Consultant Team requests technical data that will be incorporated into our
corridor analysis. The following list includes items that we would be interested in reviewing. If possible, please provide
GIS / AutoCAD files, digital documents or web links to documents. If digital formats are not available, please provide
paper or scanned copies of documents. We understand that the list below is comprehensive and that all information
may not be available. We are only asking that you provide what is available at this time.

LAND USE, ZONING, URBAN DESIGN

Zoning Ordinance / Zoning Map
Land Use Map

Comprehensive Plan

Sub-Area / Neighborhood Plans

TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSIT

Transportation / Transit studies

Parking studies

Traffic Counts

Traffic Signal timings at major intersections

Planned infrastructure improvements / capital improvement plans (streets, sidewalks, utilities, streetscapes)
Bikeway Plans

Crash Statistics for high accident locations

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Major employers and destinations

New development / redevelopment proposals & market studies associated with them

Contact information for developers, commercial realtors, and business organizations who are active in the
communities

Special funding districts: TIF, Special Service Area, Business Improvement District (maps)

MISCELLANEOUS

Cook County Forest Preserve — future plans for Cal-Sag and Tinley Creek trails
Environmental studies for sites along the Corridor
Municipal logos (jpg format)

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
11 June 2013
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Materials can be sent to Teska Associates at the address below.

Jodi Mariano

Teska Associates, Inc.

627 Grove Street

Evanston, IL 60201
JMariano@TeskaAssociates.com

Kindly provide information to us by July 3™ and feel free to call if there are any questions or clarifications that | can
provide.

Many thanks,

Jodi Mariano
Principal, Teska Associates

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
11 June 2013
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Meeting #2  Streering Committee Meeting #1 - September 10, 2013

10 September 2013

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.qov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.orqg

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Steering Committee Meeting #1 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. This meeting took
place 10 September 2013 at The Terrace Center in Worth, 2pm. The meeting agenda and sign-in sheet are
attached to this summary.

After introductions, the Consultant Team presented a summary review of the Existing Conditions Summary. The Steering
Committee was provided a copy of the Existing Conditions Summary prior to the meeting.

DELIVERABLE ITEMS
The following items were presented by the Consultant Team:

1. Existing Conditions Summary.
a. Transportation Network
Transit Systems and Pedestrian Connections
Land Use
Zoning
Demographics
Corridor Character

~SO oo T

2. The following items were discussed regarding the Exhibits:

a. An existing Pace Route (#895) should be included on the exhibits.

b. Alsip suggested that the Committee considers a recommendation to extend Pace service along
Ridgeland Ave south of 115" to serve the nearby business park. The Team and Pace confirmed that this
service historically existed, however was eliminated due to low ridership. Per information gathered from
a recent meeting with Pace officials, the Team reported that data is needed from the Village to verify
that an active ridership population exists in the business park.

3. Outreach Efforts. The Team reported that 402 people have responded to date on the community survey. In an
effort to gather more input, the Team has extended the survey and is recommending additional outreach
activities as follows:

a. Facebook page — provided via email weblink to each committee member for distribution.

b. Project Website Posters — provided to each committee member for distribution.

c. Project Website cards - provided to each committee member for distribution.

d. Pace Car-Card — displayed for Committee information. The Car-Card has been approved by Pace and will
be posted inside 50 buses within the Southwest division.

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA

Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group

10 September 2013
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4. Next Steps. The following next steps were discussed:
a. Public Information Meeting — Chicago Ridge offered to host this meeting. The County will follow up to
secure a date and time.
b. Community Event — Pace suggested attending an event at the Children’s Museum. The Team will follow
up to learn more about this event.

COMMITTEE EXERCISE

The Committee was asked to participate in an exercise in which each participant was provided voting dot stickers.
Participants were asked to identify critical sites and issues on the exhibits with the stickers. Consultant Team members
recorded participant comments associated with critical sites and issues on the exhibits.

A list of items documented follows:

1. Exhibit 1 (79" St to 87" st)
a. Improve ADA crossing at 87th Street

2. Exhibit 2 (87" St to 95 St)
a. Pedestrian improvements needed at State Road Plaza
b. Pedestrian connections needed at Worthbrook Park
c. Improve ADA crossings at 95" st

3. Exhibit 3 (95 St to 103™ St)
a. Pace Route #895 connects Chicago Ridge Mall to 1-294. Consider extending Pace service to Oak Lawn
Metra
b. Pedestrian improvements needed at Chicago Ridge Mall
An observation that accidents were witnessed at 99" Place
d. A bike route is planned along Stony Creek. Should connect across Ridgeland and north to 95t along
Melvina Ditch (west side of the Mall)

o

4. Exhibit 4 (103 St to 111" St)

a. Traffic issues exist at Penny Lane School north of 103™

b. Pedestrian Connection and ADA access is missing at the Metra Station

c. Incorporate new convenience retail (coffee shop) near the Metra Station

d. Can Metra be relocated to the parcel east of Ridgeland Ave to take advantage of proximity to
underutilized Metra parking and nearby Village services? Note: Metra representatives discussed this and
indicated that the existing railroad intersection would make this a challenge.

e. Several vacancies exist along Ridgeland Avenue between 106™ and 108™. Opportunities for
redevelopment/enhancement compatible with the downtown environment.

f. Improve ADA access near schools at 109" st.

5. Exhibit 5 (111" St to Cal Sag)
a. Worth TIF district at 111" St
b. Bus stop is needed at 115" St to serve IBEW Technical Institute.
c. Transit service is needed south of 115" St to serve business park employees
d. Improve pedestrian environment under I-294 bridge

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
10 September 2013
20f3

194



8 APPENDIX

6. Exhibit 6 (Cal Sag to 127" St)

a. A pedestrian/bike trail exists along the south side of the Worth Golf Course and extends under Harlem
Ave to the Metra Station
Alsip has received funding to study recreational uses along the Cal Sag. This study has not yet begun.
Alsip annexed the Trinity College Sports Complex property that was formerly within Cook County
jurisdiction.

d. Improved transportation is needed between Trinity College and the sports complex.

e. Palos needs sidewalks between 123™ St and the Cal Sag along the west side of Ridgeland (first priority)

7. Exhibit 7 (127" St to 135" St)
a. Redesign the commercial center located at the SE corner of 127" St.
b. Need sidewalks in front of Shepard High School

NEXT STEPS
Next steps for the Consultant Team include the following:

1. Revise Existing Conditions Summary as needed;
Monitor the community survey;
Monitor and update the website and facebook page;
Work with Pace to display Car-Cards on vehicles;
Prepare for the community event;
Prepare for the Public Information meeting.

oA W

The breakout session began around 3:30pm. Participants left between 3:45 and 4:00 pm.

Encl: Meeting Agenda; Sign In Sheet

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
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10 September 2013
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10 September 2013
2pm

The Terrace Center
11500 S. Beloit Ave
Worth, lllinois

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan
Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways / RTA
Steering Committee Meeting #1 - Agenda

1. Corridor Study Scope Review

2. Review Existing Conditions Summary
a. Transportation Network (Gewalt Hamilton Associates)
Transit Systems and Pedestrian Connections (Fish Transportation Group)
Land Use/Zoning (Teska)
Demographics (Business Districts Inc)
Corridor Character (Teska)

Paoo o

3. Outreach Efforts
a. Community Survey
b. Website / Facebook
c. Pace Car-Cards and eblasts
d. Distribution of Posters / Business Cards

4. Next Steps
a. Focus Groups / Public Information Meeting
b. Community Event

5. Committee Breakout Exercise
a. ldentify critical sites and issues

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
10 September 2013
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #
THE TERRACE CENTER, VILLAGE OF WORTH
TUESDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2013, 2 PM

SIGN IN SHEET
NAME MUNICIPALITY/AGENCY EMAIL
16
2TA
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Meeting #3  Public Informational Meeting - October 29, 2013

04 November 2013

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.qov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Focus Groups / Public Informational Meeting #1 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. This meeting took
place 29 October 2013 at Chicago Ridge Village Hall, 6pm. The sign-in sheet is attached to this summary.

OUTREACH INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS
Prior to the meetings, the following outreach activities took place to invite the public to the meetings:

1. Focus Groups — Based on email addresses and responses received during the community survey
exercise, invitations were sent to the public thanking them for their response to the survey and inviting
them to attend one of the following focus groups.

a. Pace Riders — 35 participants invited
b. Metra Riders — 35 participants invited
c. Bicyclists — 96 participants invited

2. Public Meeting — The Steering Committee was provided with a press release inviting the public to

attend the meeting. Announcements were made on the Project Website and Facebook Page.

FOCUS GROUPS
One participant attended the Bicyclist Focus Group. Comments regarding the corridor include:

1. Livesin Worth, along Ridgeland Ave, south of 115" st

2. Husband’s family used to own the farm that existed west of Ridgeland between 115" and Home Ave.
Remembers when Ridgeland was an elevated road and the frontage roads were provided to gain
access to driveways.

3. Likes the frontage road as it provides a protected drive to her house. Two way entry and exit are
allowed at Frontage Roads but neighbors generally use the north for entry and south for exit.
Neighbors also park along the Frontage Roads.

4. An avid bicyclist; also rides Pace and Metra

5. Bikes north to Church in Oak Lawn and bikes south to the Cal Sag trail — uses neighborhood roads to
get to destinations. If a bike route were added to Ridgeland, would prefer an off street protected
facility.

6. Would bike to work at her job in Tinley Park if better facilities existed

Uses Pace bus at Harlem because Pace does not reach her house — walks to Harlem via 111"
8. Shops at Dominicks and Walgreens, would like to see a new grocer like Trader Joes.

N

The Focus Group meeting adjourned at approximately 6:45 pm
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04 November 2013
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PUBLIC MEETING

Three participants attended the Public Meeting. Due to the relatively low turnout, the meeting format was
modified to a design workshop with the Steering Committee members also in attendance. The Team utilized
the large format exhibit boards to discuss each one mile long segment with the group, discuss opportunities
and solicit responses. The following discussion topics were recorded.

SECTION 1 | 79" Street to 87" Street

1.

Burbank wants to replace truck capacity signs that were removed as part of the recent roadway
reconstruction;

Pace bus pad locations may not be aligned with where Pace buses actually stop — suggest checking bus
pad locations; improved Pace signage was also suggested

There is an opportunity to cross market the City of Burbank with neighboring communities to promote
a “Downtown Burbank” brand along 79t Street;

CVS was interested in the SW corner of 79" and Narragansett — consider as a possible study area;

The intersections of Narrangansett and 79" and 87" were noted as unfriendly for pedestrians and
suggested improved pedestrian treatments.

SECTION 2 | 87" Street to 95" Street

1.

4.

State Road Plaza has a signage and landscaping plan — the Team will follow up with the Village of Oak
Lawn to obtain this information;

Better bike facilities are suggested along Narragansett to promote biking in the community;

Signal timing is perceived to be too short for safe pedestrian crossings, esp. at 95th. The team will look
into signal timing for the corridor;

It was observed that cars parked in the existing bike lanes on 93rd

SECTION 3 | 95" Street to 103™ Street

1.

99" Street near Chicago Ridge Mall does not have a signal. It is shown on the existing conditions
graphics and will be removed. The team will look into traffic accident history to understand if a signal is
warranted for this area; (CBBEL offered to provide data to the Team)
Cut through traffic was observed at 99'" possibly to avoid 95" Street traffic.
SW Highway and Ridgeland Ave
a. Traffic congestion was witnessed when motorists are making right turns from southbound
Ridgeland to westbound SW Highway. The team will look into whether there driveway conflicts
or not enough stacking space;
b. Difficult turning movements were witnessed when motorists are making right turns from
northbound Ridgeland to eastbound SW Highway. Right turn traffic backs up onto Ridgeland
Ave. Homes and businesses in the area cause traffic conflicts. This is a Cook County controlled
signal.
¢. Vacancies in stores noted along east side of Ridgeland along SW Highway. Team will investigate
opportunities for consolidation and redevelopment of strip malls as a special study area.

199
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SECTION 4 | 103%° Street to 111" Street

1.

Chicago Ridge downtown is considered by the Team as a special study area for economic development.
The group agreed;

Safer pedestrian crossings are needed at the Metra tracks. Metra representatives recommended the
following pedestrian facilities: depressed median, pedestrian bump outs, clearly marked crosswalk,
signage, pedestrian diversion;

Village of Chicago Ridge is currently submitting plans to add additional light poles in this area, NE of
Birmingham Ave and E of Desmonds;

A flashing pedestrian beacon was suggested by the group. Metra responded that there would be
concerns a flashing beacon would conflict with other existing lighted facilities associated with the train
signals.

A concern was noted regarding drop-off/pick up for Penny Lane Day Care, and the need to cross
Ridgeland to access the Penny Lane parking lot.

SECTION 5 | 111" Street to 118" Street

1.

w

The Village of Worth has hired an economic development coordinator. The Team will follow up with
this person to coordinate recommendations for the TIF area.

Worth wants to increase sales tax revenue.

The team suggested this area as a bank site.

The group had a discussion about the goals of economic development in the corridor. The Team'’s goals
are to support an overall economy for the corridor communities. This could mean a strategy to plan for
new residences for existing shops and dining for instance. The Team will be looking at the overall
functions of the community to determine uses that fit the existing market and also fit the
configurations of the site.

A suggestion was made to provide better access between Trinity Christian College and other
destinations near CalSag. The College has cultural facilities/attractions.

SECTION 6 | Cal Sag to 127" Street

1.

This area lacks sidewalks. The group suggested that residents with driveways along this section may
not want new sidewalks as they may conflict with front yard access and car storage in driveways. The
team will continue to work to get input by these residents in Palos Heights.

An on street bike path was suggested as an alternative that would provide bike facilities while also
preserving front yard driveways.

SECTION 7 | 127" Street to 135" Street

1.

The team addressed the Dominick’s site and the recent announcement that Dominick’s is moving out
of the Chicagoland market. The team indicated that this area is challenged because it has the lowest
density and lowest walkable population surrounding the store.

The team suggested that this may be an opportunity for housing or non-retail such as medical uses.
The group discussed the vacant Limestone and Cold Stone shops at 135™. The Team will look into this
area as a special study area.
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8 APPENDIX

NEXT STEPS

The survey has been closed — 500 responses were gathered.

We have scheduled a Conference Call with the Committee November 7 to review the public input gathered to
date.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9pm.
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

FOCUS GROUP MEETING
CHICAGO RIDGE VILLAGE HALL
TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2013, PM

SIGN IN SHEET

NAME COMMUNITY EMAIL
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING
CHICAGO RIDGE VILLAGE HALL
TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2013, 7 PM
SIGN IN SHEET

NAME COMMUNITY EMAIL
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Meeting #4  Streering Committee Meeting #2 - November 7, 2013

07 November 2013

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.qov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Steering Committee Meeting #2 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. The purpose of this
meeting was to review the results of the public input survey and public comments collected to date. This
meeting took place 07 November 2013 via teleconference, 10am. A list of attendees follows below:

Steering Committee Members

Andy Pufundt, Village of Chicago Ridge
Josh Jones, Village of Oak Lawn

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH

Barbara Zubek, SW Conference of Mayors
Kristen Anderson, Metra

Brian Hacker, Metra

Adam Eichenberger, Pace

Adrian Wuellner, Pace

Michael Horsting, RTA

Consultant Team Members
Jodi Mariano, Teska
Dominic Suardini, Teska
Bridget Lane, BDI

Tim Doron, GHA

Amanda Larson, GHA

Prior to the meeting, the Committee was provided a memorandum titled “Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan —
Community Input Summary”, dated November 4, 2013. The summary addresses the following topics:
Outreach and Methodology

Community Survey Narrative

Community Survey Summary

Community Survey Comments

Community Comments by subarea and topic

Proposed Special Study Areas

S e
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1. Teska addressed Community Outreach and Methodology and indicated that input received to date will
be applied towards the next phase of work, the preparation of draft recommendations

2. BDIl addressed the Community Survey Narrative and Summary. It was noted that 504 people responded
to the survey. Highlights include a general desire for safety, accessibility and improved appearances
along the corridor.

3. The following items were discussed further by the group:

a. Pace service extension. The group discussed public comments regarding the extension of Pace
service south of 115" Street along Ridgeland Ave. The team recalled information provided by
Pace regarding the Village of Alsip’s request to extend service to the business park located
south of 115" Street. Service was limited to this area as a result of the South Cook Will Survey.
Pace and Alsip have discussed replacing service in this area. Pace requested that Alsip provide
data regarding employee addresses to determine ridership opportunity. The team understands
this data has not been made available at this time. Pace confirmed this information to be
correct.

b. Chicago Ridge Speed Limit. The group discussed the Village’s request to reduce speed from 35
mph to 25 mph thru the downtown area. As a speed study is not included in the current
assignment, the County suggested that they would look into the possibility of preparing a speed
study and would provide this information to the Team.

c. Chicago Ridge Metra Crossing. The group discussed that per Metra direction a pedestrian
diversion would not be appropriate at this location. However the following recommended
improvements may be applied to this area: depressed median, pedestrian bump outs, clearly
marked crosswalk and signage.

d. 99th Street Intersection. The group discussed reports of dangerous traffic at this intersection
and the potential for a traffic signal. The County suggested that they would provide traffic
accident data for the Team to review.

e. Development Site at 127" Street. The group suggested this area would be reviewed as a
special study area. BDI clarified that a potential development scenario would be mixed use,
including housing, medical office and a small retail component.

4. Teska reviewed the Special Study Area exhibits that were included in the memorandum. As part of the
current assignment, the team will prepare site development concepts for these areas. A list of the
proposed special study areas follows:

SW corner of 79'" Street and Ridgeland Ave, Burbank

Intersection improvement at 87”‘, Oak Lawn/Burbank

Commercial strip centers at Southwest Highway, east of Ridgeland Ave, Oak Lawn

Penny Lane School, Chicago Ridge

Metra Crossing, Chicago Ridge

Chicago Ridge Downtown, 105" to 108", Chicago Ridge

Worth TIF zone, lllth, Worth

Dominick’s Center, 127" Street, Palos Heights

Retail Center, 135 Street, Palos Heights

Q

S S@m T, o0 o

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
07 November 2013

20f3
205



APPENDIX 8

5. Next Steps:
a. The Teska team will be drafting preliminary concepts for internal review by County / RTA /
Pace. These are scheduled to be made available Mid December
b. A Transit Agency Meeting is preliminarily planned for Mid January. Metra has indicated that the
last 2 weeks in January (with the exception of Jan 20) is best.
c. Steering Committee #3 is preliminarily planned for Early February. The purpose of this meeting
would be to review draft recommendations approved by the County, RTA and Transit Agencies.

6. The group discussed potential methods to bring a larger public audience to the Public Open House
meeting preliminarily scheduled for Mid February. A suggestion was made to coordinate the Open
House with another community event. Chicago Ridge was not aware of any events scheduled at that
time. Oak Lawn suggested that the event scheduled close to that time would be an Easter Egg Hunt in
March. The Team will reach out to other Steering Committee members to inquire of other
opportunities.

7. The meeting adjourned at approximately 11am.
Encl:

Meeting Agenda
Community Input Summary memorandum, 11.04.2013

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan | Cook County Department of Transportation & Highways / RTA
Teska Associates | Business Districts, Inc. | Gewalt Hamilton Associates | Fish Transportation Group
07 November 2013

30f3
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\ovember 2013
geland Avenue Corridor Plan
'k County Department of Transportation and Highways / RTA
ering Committee Meeting #2
iference Call, 10am
iference call in number: 877-336-1829
iference code number: #6305477
‘nda
1. Review scope and schedule
2. Review Community Input Summary Memorandum
a. Community Input Methodology
b. Community Survey Response
c. Highlights of Public Input by Project Subarea
3. Consultant Team Next steps

a. Special Study Areas

4. Suggestions for public engagement moving forward
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Meeting #5 Transit Agency Meeting - January 22, 2014

27 January 2014

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.gov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Transit Agency Meeting - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Transit Agency Meeting. The purpose of this
meeting was to review the Draft Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan Report. This meeting took place 22 January
2014 at CCDOTH, 69 West Washington, Chicago, 11am. A list of attendees follows below:

Transit Agency Attendees
Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Michael Horsting, RTA
David Kralik, Metra

Brian Hacker, Metra
Kristen Anderson, Metra
Adam Eichenberger, Pace
Jessica Mitchell, Pace
Adrienne Wuellner, Pace

Consultant Team Members
Jodi Mariano, Teska
Dominic Suardini, Teska
Tim Doron, GHA

Amanda Larson, GHA

Cindy Fish, FTG

In advance of the meeting, Transit Agencies were provided with the Draft Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan
Report. Some comments were received by the transit agencies in advance of the meeting. Prior to the
meeting, attendees were provided handouts entitled “Draft Transportation and Transit Recommendations”
and “Roadway Sections” which summarizes draft recommendations identified in the report document. The
meeting format followed the format of the report including the following topics:

e Introduction

e Land Use and Zoning

e Connectivity

e Transportation

e Economic Development

e Urban Design
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1. The following items were discussed further by the group:

a. Pace service extension. In a comment provided prior to the meeting, Pace stated that there are
not plans to extend route 895 to the Worth and Palos Heights Metra Stations as suggested in
the draft report. This item will be removed from the report.

b. Pace 95" Street Corridor Study. This is the correct title for the study underway and will be
referenced throughout the report.

c. Chicago Ridge Speed Limit. The group discussed the Village’s request to reduce speed from 35
mph to 25 mph thru the downtown area. CCDOTH indicated that a study had been completed
earlier which did not support the reduction of speed limit in this area. CCDOTH offered to
provide a copy of this study to the team. The group agreed that additional urban design
elements such as landscaped medians, improved streetscape, landscape and fagade
enhancements may encourage motorists to slow down through this area.

d. Chicago Ridge Metra Crossing. The group discussed comments provided to the team prior to
the meeting relative to the crossing area. Per Metra direction a pedestrian diversion is
recommended at the south platform area only. The following recommendations were discussed
by quadrant:

i. NE - pedestrian gate to be oriented perpendicular to the path; directional signage

ii. SE— pedestrian gate to be oriented perpendicular to the path; directional signage

iii. NW —directional signage and access control fencing only (proximity to adjacent property
will not allow a pedestrian diversion)

iv. SW —platform to be truncated; pedestrian gate to be oriented perpendicular to the
path; pedestrian diversion with planted area; directional signage

v. Additional Metra recommendations, including dimensions and design standards,
identified in comments provided prior to the meeting will also be referenced in the
report document.

e. 99th Street Intersection. The group continued an earlier discussion regarding the potential for
a traffic signal at 99" Street. CCDOTH indicated that a meeting could be arranged to discuss this
matter further with one of the CCDOTH engineers.

f. Study Areas. The group discussed proposed site plan concepts. Where appropriate, all areas
indicate Pace pull off areas and pedestrian connectivity between the sidewalk and
development.

g. Study Area #2. This study area contemplates roadway realignment at Ridgeland Ave / 87" st/
State Road towards a plan that promotes economic development and pedestrian safety.
CCDOTH indicated that there are no immediate plans to modify this intersection in the near
future.
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APPENDIX 8

2. Next Steps:
a. Revisions will be made to the report document as noted above;
b. The next Steering Committee meeting is scheduled for February 6 at Oak Lawn Village Hall,
2pm;
c. The next Public Meeting is scheduled for February 20 at Palos Heights Recreational Center,
7pm.

3. The meeting adjourned at approximately 12.30pm

Encl:

Sign in sheet

Ridgeland Ave Corridor Plan — Draft Transportation and Transit Recommendations Spreadsheet
Motorized and Non-Motorized Transportation Systems — Roadway Sections Exhibit
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APPENDIX 8
Meeting #6 Streering Committee Meeting #3 - February 6, 2014

06 February 2014

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.gov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Steering Committee Meeting #3 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. The purpose of this
meeting was to review the Draft Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan issued January 31. This meeting took place
06 February 2014 at the Oak Lawn Village Hall, 2pm. A list of attendees follows below:

Steering Committee Members

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH

Michael Horsting, RTA

Mary Werner, Village of Worth

Josh Jones, Village of Oak Lawn
Charles Tokar, Village of Chicago Ridge
Andrew Pufundt, CBBEL

Barbara Zubek, Southwest Conference of Mayors
Dan Nisavic, City of Palos Heights
Kevin Michaels, Village of Alsip

Lynn Dwyer, Village of Alsip

Kristen Andersen, Metra

Jessica Mitchell, Pace Bus

Adam Eichenberger, Pace Bus

Invited Attendees
John Jack Lind, Trustee, Village of Chicago Ridge

Consultant Team Members
Jodi Mariano, Teska
Dominic Suardini, Teska
Bridget Lane, BDI

Tim Doron, GHA

Amanda Larson, GHA
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1. Prior to the meeting, the Committee was provided the Draft Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan (January
31). The plan includes the following chapters:

S0 o0 T

Introduction

Land Use and zoning
Connectivity
Transportation
Economic Development
Urban Design

2. Outreach activities conducted prior to this meeting included the following:

a.
b.

Transit Agency Meeting — January 22
Meetings with individual municipalities — January 16 and January 30

3. Since elements of the Draft Corridor Plan were discussed during the outreach activities described
above, the Steering Committee presentation focused on the following items:

a.
b.

Revisions to the plan
Economic development and special study areas

4. Current items under evaluation by the Team were discussed and include the following:

a.

Pace bus turnout locations. Per direction from Pace, bus turnouts are currently warranted only
at the northbound and southbound stops at 95" Street. The six (6) site study areas which had
contemplated turnouts do not carry enough ridership today to warrant turnouts. Pace and the
team are working together to determine whether certain study areas might warrant turnouts in
the future.

Traffic signal analyses at 99" and 123" Streets. The Consultant Team was provided accident
data for these locations and are evaluating whether signals are warranted in these locations.
GHA indicated that 99" Street data includes relatively high accidents, while 123" Street does
not. However, given 123" street’s function as the main Trinity College roadway access and the
need for improved pedestrian crossings in this area, there may be certain signal improvements
that can be applied.

Metra crosswalk concept. The Consultant Team has worked with Metra to generate a concept
that depicts improved pedestrian crossings at the Chicago Ridge Metra Station. Metra
acknowledged that the concept depicts recommendations by Metra. Final design and
engineering shall be coordinated with Metra.

Speed study. The Consultant Team and CCDOTH is working with Chicago Ridge to evaluate the
feasibility of a traffic speed reduction through Chicago Ridge. It was reported that the speed
through this area was previously 40mph and reduced to 35mph in 2004. CCDOTH will perform a
speed study in this area this spring to determine the feasibility of a speed reduction.

Alsip business park and Pace service. The Consultant Team has discussed with Pace the current
bus service along Ridgeland Ave, south of 115™, near the New North Cal Sag Industrial Area. As
part of the 2009 Pace service restructuring study, the productivity of Route 384 between
Ridgeland/lllth and Orland Square was extremely low. As a result this segment of the route
was discontinued. As part of the study, a Call-n-Ride type of flexible service would provide
service to the industrial areas north of the Cal Sag and east of Ridgeland. FTG suggested the
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Village of Alsip and Pace should move forward with a transit market assessment to evaluate the
merit of a Call-n-Ride service.

5. The special study areas were reviewed. The Team reiterated that the purpose of these concepts was to
depict site improvement enhancements that would improve economic development and activity at
these areas. Although the concepts are specific in their depiction of land uses, circulation, buildings
and parking, drawings are conceptual and intended to initiate discussion between the County,
municipalities and development community.

a.

Study Area 1: 79" Street Commercial Development (Burbank). This concept contemplates a
commercial property with pedestrian oriented features along the 79" and Ridgeland frontages.
Parking and drive thru access are suggested at the side or rear of the building.

Study Area 2: State Road Plaza (Oak Lawn/Burbank). This concept evaluates the uncoupling of the
current 5-way intersection of Ridgeland Ave/ 87" Street / State Road towards a more pedestrian
oriented intersection crossing and additional development parcels. The development scheme
depicts a pedestrian oriented retail/restaurant atmosphere which includes renovations to and a
new traffic signal for the State Road Plaza.

Study Area 3: Medical Office (Oak Lawn). This concept studies the feasibility of a new 3-story
medical office along Southwest Highway to support Southwest Highway as a developing medical
office corridor.

Study Area 4: Penny Lane School (Chicago Ridge). This scheme evaluates a new parking area and
drop off for the school functions which are achieved with the acquisition of the Auto Body Shop
towards the south. There may be some opportunities for this parking area to be shared with other
Chicago Ridge businesses.

Study Area 5: Chicago Ridge Downtown Infill and Fagade Enhancements (Chicago Ridge). BDI
discussed an opportunity for Chicago Ridge to consider all parking areas in the Downtown as
municipal lots to be shared amongst the various land uses. This parking management model, used
by other communities such as Naperville, has been successful in attracting new development and
tenants. It would require the Village to develop funding mechanisms to build and maintain these
parking areas, such as a special service area. The group discussed the possibilities to create a TIF in
this area to support these improvements.

Study Area 6: Worth TIF (Worth). BDI discussed an opportunity to contribute to the larger economy
through the incorporation of residences as well as commercial buildings. The group discussed
opportunities for additional ‘fast casual’ dining in place of the proposed bank building. The Team
discussed that banks typically demand less parking than restaurants. Therefore if a restaurant were
to be contemplated, it would require additional parking area.

Study Area 7: Former Dominick’s (Palos Heights). This concept contemplates a new mixed use
center that incorporates housing, office and restaurant uses as well as the retenanting of the
former Dominick’s building. The Village reports that a restaurant is planned for the former Bakers
Square building. The Team suggested that the new restaurant may consider incorporating some of
the items shown in the concept plan, such as outdoor dining plaza and landscaping.
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6. Committee exercise. The Committee participated in an exercise in which issues were evaluated in
terms of priority. The results were tallied and are provided on the following page. Issues are organized
by discipline as follows.

a. Transportation and Transit
b. Economic Development
c. Urban Design and Streetscape

7. Next Steps:

a. The Public Meeting is scheduled for Thursday February 20, 7pm at Palos Heights Recreation
Center. Prior to the meeting, the Committee was provided the following materials via email:
meeting announcements, a digital poster, and press release language for distribution within the
communities. At the end of the meeting, the team provided 11x17 size posters to each of the
communities for posting.

b. The Team will proceed with the development of draft implementation strategies.

c. The next Steering Committee Meeting is preliminarily planned for April.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3.30pm.

Encl:

Meeting Agenda

Prioritizing Issues Worksheet with tallied responses
Sign in
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APPENDIX 8

06 February 2014

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan
Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways / RTA
Steering Committee Meeting #3

Oak Lawn Village Hall, 2pm
9446 S Raymond Drive, Oak Lawn

Agenda

1. Review scope and schedule

2. Discuss current transportation items
a. Pace bus potential turnout locations — 95" Street NB & SB
b. Traffic signal analyses at 99™ and 123" Streets
c. Metra crosswalk concept (Chicago Ridge)
d. Speed study (Chicago Ridge)

e. Alsip business park employee data to evaluate call n ride service

3. Review special study areas
a. Study Area 1 — 79" Street Commercial Development (Burbank)
b. Study Area 2 — State Road Plaza (Oak Lawn/Burbank)
c. Study Area 3 — Medical Office, 99" Street and Southwest Highway (Oak Lawn)
d. Study Area 4 — Penny Lane School, 103" Street and Ridgeland Ave (Chicago Ridge)

o

Study Area 5 — Chicago Ridge Downtown Infill and Fagade Enhancements (Chicago Ridge)

bal

Study Area 6 — Worth TIF, 111" St and Ridgeland Ave (Worth)

g. Study Area 7 — Former Dominick’s, 127" Street and Ridgeland Ave (Palos Heights)

4. Committee exercise — prioritizing projects

5. Next Steps
a. Public Meeting — Thursday February 20", 7pm at Palos Heights Recreation Center
b. Draft Implementation Strategies

c. Steering Committee #4 — early April
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Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan

Steering Committee Meeting #3

06 FEBRUARY, 2:00 PM | OAK LAWN VILLAGE HALL

PRIORITIZING ISSUES
Responses tallied at Steering Committee Meeting #3

How high or low a priority is this issue?

Very . Very
TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSIT
1. Work with CCDOTH to develop potential for additional traffic signals at 99" and 123™ 2 3 ; 2 0
Streets if warranted.
2. Work with CCDOTH to develop improved pedestrian crossings at signalized intersections. 6 4 2 0 0
3. Collaborate with Metra to develop an improved pedestrian crossing at the Metra station 6 6 2 0 0
in Chicago Ridge, including enhanced pavements, signage and landscaping.
4. Collaborate with Pace to develop enhanced bus stop facilities, including shelters,
. . . 3 7 3 1 0
signage, connected sidewalks and landscaping.
5. Develop key multi use trail segments that link the planned Cal Sag Trail with the Tinley 2 5 6 1 0
Creek Trail.
6. Develop urban multi use trail segment through Chicago Ridge. 3 4 7 0 0
7. Work with Pace to implement a Call-n-Ride or other appropriate transit service to serve
south of 111", 4 ! > 2 2
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
1. Explore commercial development scenarios to support Burbank’s 79™ Street Commercial 0 4 3 1 1
Corridor.
2. Collaborate with CCDOTH, Oak Lawn, Burbank and property owners to evaluate the 0 4 7 2 1
feasibility to pursue a revitalized commercial center at Ridgeland and State Road.
3. Explore medical office development along Southwest Highway that is appropriate for the 1 3 3 6 1
market and supported by Oak Lawn.
4. Explore a shared parking concept in downtown Chicago Ridge that would support new 3 4 6 1 0
development, streetscape and fagade enhancements.
5. Explore a mixed use development that supports upscale rental housing at Ridgeland and
111" Street. 2 8 4 0 0
6. Explore potentials to retenant and redevelop the former Dominick’s property with a mix
of restaurant, office and residential uses at Ridgeland Ave and 127" st. > 2 3 2 0
URBAN DESIGN AND STREETSCAPE
1. Develop a coordinated wayfinding signage program that links communities with local 5 3 3 3 0
and regional trails.
2. Collaborate with CCDOTH to develop a continuous ADA compliant sidewalk system. 4 8 1 0 1
3. Collaborate with CCDOTH to develop an infill tree planting program. 6 2 4 2 0
4. Develop a coordinated roadway lighting and banners program. 4 4 6 0 0
5. Develop a landscape median planting program. > > 4 0 0
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #3
OAK LAWN VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 06 FEBRUARY 2014, 2 PM
SIGN IN SHEET

NAME MUNICIPALITY/AGENCY EMAIL
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Meeting #7  Public Open House - February 20, 2014

05 March 2014

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.gov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Public Meeting #2 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes activities and comments gathered during Public Meeting #2. This meeting took
place 20 February 2014 at the Palos Heights Recreation Center, 7pm. The sign-in sheet is attached to this
summary.

OUTREACH INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS
Prior to this meeting, the Steering Committee was provided with the following materials to assist with
outreach to the communities:
1. Printed announcement posters distributed via email and at the previous steering meeting;
2. Pressrelease for distribution;
3. Individual email invitations to addresses offered as part of the community surveys and interviews;
4. Announcements on the project website and facebook page.

PUBLIC MEETING

The meeting began with an introductory presentation that addressed project scope, schedule and highlights of
the draft plan. Meeting attendees were invited to visit each of the three stations that were organized around
the room. The three stations included exhibits and engaging exercises as follows:

1. Transportation and Transit
a. Exhibits — Pedestrian and Bicycle Systems; Roadway Sections; Metra Station pedestrian crossing
concept; Functional Roadway Classifications; Existing Conditions — Transit Systems and
Pedestrian Connections; copy of draft report
b. Exercise — mark comments on the exhibits

2. Streetscape and Urban Design
a. Exhibits — Bike Facility Typologies; Chicago Ridge 3D Visualization; Streetscape Site Furnishings;
Conceptual Signage and Branding; Community Identity and Corridor Character; Existing
Conditions — Zoning and Land Use; copy of draft report.
b. Exercise — dot voting on streetscape furnishings options, both green and yellow dots were used
to indicate streetscape preferences based on a range of streetscape furnishing treatments; post
it comments.
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3. Economic Development

a.
b.

Exhibits — Site Enhancement Concepts (7 sites); copy of draft report;
Exercise — post it comments.

4. A “Comments” box was provided for additional input.

COMMENTS

The following comments are organized by station below:

1. Transportation and Transit

a.

> @

Pedestrian/Bicycle Systems
i. #5— Nagle Avenue - review quality of roadway surface where bike path is proposed
along Nagle Ave between 115" St and Home Ave; surfacing improvements may be
required. Consistent signage is needed.
ii. #6— 123" Street — improved pedestrian/bike crossings are required to serve Trinity
Christian College
Bike Facility Typologies — The legend should indicate “Cal Sag Multi-Use Trail” (remove
“proposed”)
Participants noted that they have experienced an increase in heavy truck traffic, especially later
at night. The County noted that CCDOTH is currently working on a freight study which will
address truck traffic.
Participants noted a preference for reduced speed limit at the southern part of the corridor
Participants indicated a general support of the off road bicycle facility
Trinity Christian College noted concerns regarding safe access between the college and
proposed bike path at the east side of Ridgeland Ave;
Concerns about safe crossings at 123 and 124" Streets
Questions regarding whether certain east-west streets would lose their access with the
incorporation of a center median. It should be noted that aside from a proposed roadway
closure at 106™ in Chicago Ridge, the intent of the plan is not to block access from east-west
streets.
Can signage be incorporated to alert motorists to visually impaired residents living along
Ridgeland Ave — Visually impaired resident reported he lives near 123" Street.

2. Streetscape and Urban Design

a.

Community Identity and Corridor Character Exhibit — consider 109" Street as the transition
between the “Mixed Use Transition” and “Downtown Transit Hub” areas due to the existing
traffic signal and school crossing.

Concern about potential conflicts between people exiting parked cars on street and the
proposed cycle track path.

Questions regarding how streetscape improvements, including medians, are funded.
Recommendation that the communities should coordinate a joint beautification committee to
oversee improvements and their maintenance.
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Positive comments regarding streetscape and branding concepts.
f. A comment that existing bicycle signage along Central is too small and difficult to read, new
signage should be prominent and of high quality.
g. Streetscape furnishings
i. Paving — Concrete and clay brick sidewalk treatments were preferred over precast unit
paving materials;
ii. Benches — backless benches and benches with wood seats were preferred over
traditional metal benches with backs;
iii. Pedestrian scale lighting — traditional and modern lighting was preferred over accent
lighting; A preference was indicated for LED lighting.
iv. Roadway lighting — black fixtures were preferred over existing galvanized lighting; A
preference was indicated for LED lighting.
v. Landscaped medians — landscaped medians treated with canopy trees, lawn and accent
understory plantings were preferred over extensively paved treatments;
vi. Pedestrian bridge — decorative pedestrian bridges with accent lighting were preferred
over utilitarian looking bridges;
vii. Pedestrian underpass — Wide and well landscaped underpasses were preferred over
narrow underpasses;
viii. Vehicular directional sighage — signs with dimensional elements and multiple colors
were preferred over flat signs with fewer colors;
ix. Bicycle directional signage — signs with dimensional elements were preferred over flat
signs.

3. Economic Development
a. Study Area #6, Worth TIF (111th Street at Ridgeland) — Cycles and Sports bike shop exists along
111" Street, west of the Tollway. This may be a resource to potential bike route users.
b. Positive comments in support of Chicago Ridge concepts, including infill development, an
approach to shared municipal parking and facade enhancements.

4. General Comments
a. Please include residents from all communities to be on a board to monitor progress and
implementation of this plan.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9.15pm.

Encl: announcement poster, streetscape furnishings exhibits with dot voting preferences; sign in sheet
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR STUDY
COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

PUBLIC MEETING #2 —Corridor Concepts Review
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20'", 7PM

PALOS HEIGHTS RECREATION CENTER

6601 W 127" ST, PALOS HEIGHTS IL

SIGN IN SHEET

NAME COMMUNITY EMAIL

8A¢
n.,
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Meeting #8  Streering Committee Meeting #4 - April 16, 2014

16 April 2014

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.gov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Steering Committee Meeting #4 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes comments gathered during the Steering Committee Meeting. The purpose of this
meeting was to review the Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan with a special focus on Implementation Strategies.
The Plan was provided to the Committee April 10. This meeting took place 16 April 2014 at the Chicago Ridge
Village Hall, 2pm. A list of attendees follows below:

Steering Committee Members

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH

Michael Horsting, RTA

Mary Werner, Village of Worth
Charles Tokar, Village of Chicago Ridge
Andrew Pufundt, CBBEL

Barbara Zubek, Southwest Conference of Mayors
Kevin Michaels, Village of Alsip

Lynn Dwyer, Village of Alsip

Kristen Andersen, Metra

Brian Hacker, Metra

Jessica Mitchell, Pace Bus

Adam Eichenberger, Pace Bus

Invited Attendees
Dan Baden, Village of Chicago Ridge

Consultant Team Members
Jodi Mariano, Teska
Dominic Suardini, Teska
Bridget Lane, BDI

Tim Doron, GHA

Amanda Larson, GHA

Cindy Fish, FTG
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1. Prior to the meeting, the Committee was provided the Draft Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan (April 10).
The plan includes the following chapters:

T Sm o o0 T

Acknowledgements
Executive Summary
Community Connectivity
Transportation Systems
Land Use and Zoning
Economic Development
Urban Design
Implementation Strategies
Appendix
i. Existing Conditions Data
ii. Public Outreach Summary
iii. Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis

2. Outreach activities conducted prior to this meeting included the following:

a.

Public Open House, February 20, 2014.

3. Teska provided an overview of the additional and revised report items as indicated in the agenda. The
following comments are noted:

a.

Pg 23 — to minimize confusion in the transit section and per Metra suggestion, the term “IHB”
will be removed from this sentence and will refer to “Railroad” crossing only.

The consultant team reviewed the Implementation Strategies chapter. The following discussion points

and comments are noted:

a.
b.

All implementation charts — “SSMMA” should be revised to “SCM”

Barbara Zubek noted that the SCM has participated in a bike planning initiative in which
southwest communities are working together to provide improved bike connections and
facilities. The SCM suggested that Ridgeland might be a good candidate to focus on.

It was noted that the SCM will partly fund Phase 1 engineering efforts towards implementation.
The group discussed an opportunity for municipalities to jointly endorse the Ridgeland Corridor
Plan. Joint endorsement can be used to help leverage regional funding opportunities. CCDOTH
and Teska will draft some language that municipalities may consider towards considering a
resolution to adopt the Corridor Plan.

CCDOTH senior staff will be reviewing the Corridor Plan. As part of this review, maintenance
responsibilities will be determined.

Budget costs for pedestrian bridge and underpass structures were discussed. Since these items
vary in cost based on structural requirements and aesthetic treatments, it was determined that
the budget section be revised to reflect a cost range for these improvements.

The public outreach summary will be updated upon completion of the final public meeting
planned for May 22.

Chicago Ridge indicated their interest in moving forward with a facade improvement program
consistent with the Corridor Plan.
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i. The group was generally supportive of continued involvement with this plan. CCDOTH
suggested remaining involved to assist with organization and guidance towards implementation
of Corridor Plan components.

5. Committee exercise. Participants were each provided with $100 in play money. The group was asked to
spend their funds in any of the 21 envelope banks provided. A description of the envelope banks is
included in the handout titled “Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Implementation Exercise”.
Participants were requested to spend not more than 50% of their funds in their own communities. The
results of this exercise are shown on the attachment titled “Implementation Exercise — tallied results”.
Highest grossing enhancements include the following:

a. Transportation Projects:
i. Intersection Improvements: New/improved streetscape elements - $140
ii. Metra improvements: Complete design and construction for Metra crossing concept:
$115
b. Community Projects:
i. Alsip Business Park: Coordinate with Pace to improve public transportation to Alsip
business park - $215
ii. Chicago Ridge Downtown Enhancements: Coordinate 106h Street closure, infill
development, municipal lots and streetscape: $135

6. Next Steps:

a. Comments on the Draft Report are due to CCDOTH by May 1, 2014.

b. The Public Meeting is scheduled for Thursday May 22, 7pm at Alsip Recreation Center. The
committee will be provided with the following materials via email: meeting announcements, a
digital poster, and press release language for distribution within the communities.

c. After the May 22 Public Meeting, the Corridor Plan report will be finalized with the RTA /
CCDOTH.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 3.15pm.

Encl:

Meeting Agenda

Implementation Strategies Summary
Implementation Exercise — tallied results
Sign in
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8 APPENDIX

16 April 2014

Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan
Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways / RTA
Steering Committee Meeting #4

Chicago Ridge Village Hall, Chambers, 2pm
10455 S. Ridgeland Ave., Chicago Ridge

Agenda
1. Review project schedule
2. Review additional/revised report items:

a. Acknowledgements - new page
Part 1 - Executive Summary — new section
¢. Part 2-Community Connectivity
i. Bike facility typology renderings added
d. Part 3 - Transportation Systems
i. Landscaped medians added
e. Part4-Lland Use and Zoning
i. Expanded to address enhancements that municipalities & property owners can make to support
redevelopment strategies
f. Part5 - Economic Development
i. Zoning information and graphic coordination with transportation plan
g. Part6 - Urban Design
i. Wayfinding signage concept added
h. Part 7- Implementation Strategies — new section
i. Transportation enhancements & budget costs
ii. Redevelopment concepts
i. Part 8- Appendix
i. Existing Conditions Data
ii. Public Outreach Summary
iii. Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis
3. Committee Exercise —implementation exercise

4. Next Steps

a. Comments on Draft Report due May 1, 2014

b. Public Meeting — Thursday May 22", 7pm at Alsip Recreation Center
i. posters to be sentin advance
ii. media

c. Finalize Corridor Plan Report with RTA/County
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Meeting #9  Public Open House - March 22, 2014

28 May 2014

Tara Fifer, CCDOTH
Tara.Fifer@cookcountyil.gov

Michael Horsting, RTA
HorstingM@RTAChicago.org

Re: Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan — Public Meeting #3 - Meeting Summary

The following summarizes activities and comments gathered during Public Meeting #3. This meeting took
place 22 May 2014 at the Apollo Recreation Center, Alsip Park District, 7pm. The sign-in sheet is attached to
this summary.

OUTREACH INVITATIONS TO MEETINGS
Prior to this meeting, the Steering Committee was provided with the following materials to assist with
outreach to the communities:
1. Printed announcement posters distributed via email;
Press release for distribution;
Individual email invitations to addresses offered as part of the community surveys and interviews;
Announcements on the project website and facebook page;
Personal follow up emails to Steering Committee members and interview participants.

e WwN

PUBLIC MEETING

The meeting was organized in an Open House Format. Meeting attendees were invited to visit each of three
stations focused around Transportation and Transit; Streetscape and Urban Design; and Economic
Development. Each station included exhibits, enlargement prints of relevant Implementation Chapter excerpts
and a bound copy of the printed report. A list of exhibits displayed follows below:

1. Transportation and Transit
a. Exhibits — Pedestrian and Bicycle Systems; Roadway Sections; Metra Station pedestrian crossing
concept; Functional Roadway Classifications; Existing Conditions — Transit Systems and
Pedestrian Connections.

2. Streetscape and Urban Design
a. Exhibits — Bike Facility Typologies and 3D Visualizations; Conceptual Signage and Branding;
Community Identity and Corridor Character.

3. Economic Development
a. Exhibits — Site Enhancement Aerials, Zoning and Development Concepts:
i. 79" Street Commercial Development (79" and Narragansett, Burbank)
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ii. State Road Plaza (State Road, Narragansett Road, Ridgeland Ave, Burbank and Oak
Lawn)
iii. Medical Office (99th St and Southwest Highway, Oak Lawn)
iv. Penny Lane School (103 and Ridgeland Ave, Chicago Ridge)
v. Chicago Ridge Downtown Infill and Fagade Enhancements (105" street to 108" Street,
Chicago Ridge)
vi. Worth TIF area (111th Street and Ridgeland Avenue, Worth)
vii. Former Dominick’s Commercial Center (127" St and Ridgeland Ave, Palos Heights)

COMMENTS
1. The following comments were discussed and noted:

a. Interest to improve the Chicago Ridge downtown and Metra Station Area. One participant
represents the multi-family buildings located south of the Metra Station Area and noted recent
investment in physical improvements to this property.

Desire for improved pedestrian and bike connectivity along Ridgeland in Worth.
One participant noted developer interest in the Worth TIF area, however could not disclose the
proposed use or development at this time.

d. Positive feedback regarding bike connectivity and community identity signage.

e. One participant represents the Friends of the Cal Sag Trail and indicated an interest in
developing bike and pedestrian facilities associated with the Cal Sag Trail.

f. Interest to redevelop the Former Dominick’s Commercial Center in Palos Heights.

2. A “Comments” box was provided for written input. No written comments were provided.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8.15pm.

Encl: announcement poster, sign in sheet
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ﬂﬁen House
Thursday
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Risip Park District
Apollo Recreation Center
12521 § Kostner Avenue
Aisip, 1L 60803

VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE - SCAN T0 DISCOVER!

fouw it’s time to view the plan!

VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE AT WWW_RIDGELANDCORRIDOR.WORDPRESS.COM
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RIDGELAND AVENUE CORRIDOR PLAN

COOK COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND HIGHWAYS / RTA

PUBLIC MEETING #3 —Corridor Plan Review
THURSDAY MAY 22"°, 7pm

APOLLO RECREATION CENTER

12521 S KOSTNER AVE, ALSIP

SIGN IN SHEET
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Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis

During the public outreach, multiple comments were received regarding the unsignalized intersection at
99th Street and Ridgeland Avenue. The consultant team obtained traffic reports and prepared a signal
warrant analysis to determine if a traffic signal was warranted for this area. The Traffic Signal Warrant
Analysis follows:
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Traffic Signai Warrant Analysis
Ridgeland Avenue Corridor

the AM peak hour and 160 VPH during the PM peak hour. Using the aforementioned Pagones™ Theorem, Right
Turn on Red reductions of 25 and 65 vehicles were taken during the Mormning and Evening Peak Hours
respectively, resulting in a Warrant volume on the minor approach of 40 vehicles during the AM peak hour and 100
vehicles during the PM peak hour. When considered in conjunction with the combined through volume along
Ridgeland Avenue of 1161 and 1576 vehicles respectively, the evening peak hour does not exceed the minimum
volume (i.e. falls above the curve) and doesn't satisfy the warrant criteria. Although this volume isn't met with the
existing traffic count volumes, some vehicles leaving the Commons of Chicago Ridge Shopping Center wishing to
travel northbound on Ridgeland Avenue will exit on the northemn driveway to 99t Street to complete their left turn
movement. These additional vehicles will help warrant the traffic signal.

It is also important to note that traffic counts were taken in February which is a low point in the retail year. It is
reasonable to estimate that during maost other months the minimum warrant volume could be met. Ancther point of
discussion is the current vacancies in Chicago Ridge Mall, as well as the Commons of Chicago Ridge Shopping
Center. As new tenants are added, traffic using the intersection will increase accordingly.

123rd Street

For the intersection of Ridgeland Avenue at 1231 Street, Warrant 3, Peak Hour, and Warrant 4, Pedestrian
Volume, were tested and neither one was satisfied. Note: Traffic counts were completed in February which affecls
the number of pedestrians and bicycles using the intersection. For an accurate pedestrian number, counts should
be redone in the spring or summer.
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Draft Resolution

During the last steering committee meeting, there was interest by stakeholder communities to adopt
the Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan at the municipal level. Vilage Board and City Council adoption
would be a useful tool when applying for future planning and implementation grants. The attached
draft resolution document was provided to the Committee for their consideration and use towards
adoption.

At the time of printing, the Village of Chicago Ridge adopted the Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Plan,
Resolution Number 14-05-06, May 20, 2014.

RESOLUTION NO.

Resolution to Adopt the Transportation and Land Use Plan for “Ridgeland
Avenue”

WHEREAS, the Ridgeland Avenue Corridor Study, a transportation and land use
study, was patrtially funded by the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA), this
was a planning initiative of the Cook County Department of Transportation and
Highways; and,

WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY participated as a Steering Committee member
for the completed Corridor Transportation and Land Use Plan for Ridgeland
Avenue from 79" Street to 135" Street; and,

WHEREAS, the Corridor Transportation and Land Use Plan will provide strategic
planning and development within the corridor area; and

WHEREAS, the Corridor Transportation and Land Use Plan make
recommendations on land use and zoning, community connectivity, all mode
transportation system, economic development and urban design within the
MUNICIPALITY; and,

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee has held public meetings and provided

comprehensive public involvement, reviewed the plan and recommends adoption
of the Ridgeland Avenue Transportation and Land Use Plan.
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Chicago Ridge Metra Crossing Implementation

Ongoing discussions have taken place between the Village of Chicago Ridge and Metra regarding
the implementation of pedestrian crossing improvements at the Chicago Ridge Metra Station. The
following letter was provided by Metra on June 13 2014 describing near term action steps that the
Vilage and Metra can take towards improving pedestrian access at the station area. The Village

and Metra are encouraged to continue discussions regarding this topic.
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